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The Fifth Sunday in Lent                                                March 22, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude                                                     
 Opening Hymn 
         “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”                   No. 68  
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Special Music  
  Kingdom Kids – Nicole Engelhardt, Director 
 Children's Message 
 Announcements 
  

We Hear God’s Word  
 First Lesson – 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
18 

All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 

19 
that God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

20 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

21 
God made him 

who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.  

 Second Lesson – Revelation 21:1-5; 22:1-5, 20 
1 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. 

2 
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 

3 
And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.” 

5 
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 

everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” 
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1  
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 

clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 

2 
down the middle of the great street of the city. On each 

side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of 
fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree 
are for the healing of the nations. 

3 
No longer will there be any 

curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, 
and his servants will serve him. 

4 
They will see his face, and his 

name will be on their foreheads. 
5 
There will be no more night. 

They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for 
the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever 
and ever. 

20 
He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming 

soon.”    Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 Baptismal Anthem   “Come, Be Baptized” 
   Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 Sacrament of Holy Baptism (see bulletin insert) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 Anthem         “Yours is the Kingdom”                            Cindy Berry  
    Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 Sermon         “Epic Act 4: The Kingdom Restored   Pastor Jensen 
      Video             “Glorious Day”                                   Casting Crowns 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Hymn             “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”               No. 648 
 Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 
Candlelighter: Jillian Lykins 
Greeters: Tim & Gail Nordholm 
Ushers: Steve McCoy, Brandon McCoy, Don Olson, John  Johnson 
Reader: Gail Nordholm 
Nursery: 8:25 -9:20 - Alaina Christian 
          9:25-10:30 - Jillian Lykins, Leila Seaton 
Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Baptized today is Eadie Mae Billings, daughter of Blair & Alica Billings. 
Eadie's sponsors are Tyler Olson, Ben Carlson and Tanner Howard. 
Please remember this new child of God and her family in your prayers. 
 

Bulletin Sponsorship. Today's bulletin is sponsored by Lori Whipple 
and her family in memory of Dan Whipple who passed away on March 
22, 2010. May all continue to be blessed by his life and memory. 
 

Our time of fellowship and refreshments will be held in the narthex 
following our worship service today. 
 

Palm Sunday Community Prayer Service Choir Rehearsal. There 
will be a joint choir rehearsal at Immanuel today at 4 P.M. for all 
interested singers in the Roland and Story City communities to prepare 
for the Palm Sunday Community Prayer Service next Sunday, March 
29 at the High School Auditorium at 7 P.M. Anyone who wants to sing is 
welcome. 
 

Our Sunday sermon series is based on the series by John Eldredge 
called "Epic" and covers the four acts of God's story. March 1 - Act 1: 
Eternal Love 
 March 8 - Act 2: The Entrance of Evil 
 March 15 - Act 3: The Battle for the Heart 
 March 22 - Act 4: The Kingdom Restored  
 

Our Junior Choir is singing for the service at Bethany Manor this 
morning. 
 

Once again we will have a display of Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday. 
You may order lilies in honor or in memory of someone at a cost of 
$10.00 each. Please complete the form located on the welcome table. 
The last day to order your Easter Lilies for the display is this 
Wednesday, March 25.  
 

Attendance last Sunday: 217 
 

The "Teachers in Tune" group will practice in the chapel immediately 
after the worship service today. They will sing at the Lenten service this 
coming Wednesday. 
 

Someone is needed to deliver the Lutheran World Relief quilts that the 
women tied. The quilts need to be delivered to Fort Dodge on Saturday, 
April 25. Please contact the church office if you would be able to do this.  

 
 
 



 
Lent 2015 Theme - “Restored in Christ” 

 The season of Lent is a time for us to face together the brokenness 
of our lives and our world, and then turn that brokenness over to Christ 
so that we can be restored by him through the cross.  
 Our theme for this week’s service will be “Broken Promises 
Restored.” The Senior Choir will be serving supper from 6-6:45 P.M. Be 
sure to bring your own Bible to the service if possible. 
 

Holy Week - We look forward to our Maundy Thursday Communion 
service on April 2 at 7 P.M. The service will feature a Last Supper 
drama by some of Jesus' disciples. Our traditional Good Friday 
Tenebrae service will take place on April 3 at 7 P.M. 
 

What is a Stephen Minister? Stephen Ministers are laypeople — 
Christian men and women — trained to provide one-to-one care to 
people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job 
loss, chronic or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military 
deployment. 
 Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their commonality? A 
passion for bringing Christ's love and care to people during a time of 
need. Since 1975, more than 600,000 people from more than 11,000 
congregations and other organizations have been trained as Stephen 
Ministers. Do you know of anyone who could use someone to talk to 
during a transition or difficult season of their life? Contact one of the 
pastors or Stephen Leader Gayle Tate. 

 
Learning Opportunities 

 Epic: The Story God is Telling and The Role That is Yours to 
Play. Join us in the Cornerstone Room on Sunday mornings at 8:30 
for a 6 week Bible study called Epic, featuring the inspiring book and 
video by John Eldredge. We have copies of the book available for 
$3. Want to find out more? See a clip of the video at 
www.tinyurl.com/epicstudy Epic is also the basis of our sermon 
series on Sunday mornings during Lent. Come along for the ride as 
we get swept up in the greatest story of all time! 

 Restored in Christ. There is a Bible Study that follows the themes of 
our Wednesday night Lenten series called "Restored in Christ." We 
are using this study in the Social Hall each Sunday during Lent at 
8:30. All adults are welcome. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Palm Sunday Community Prayer Service. A special worship 
service sponsored by the Roland-Story Ministerial Association will 

take place at the High School Auditorium on Palm Sunday, March 29 
at 7 P.M. This will be the culmination of the “Seek God for the City” 
daily prayer program that all the Roland-Story churches have been 
participating in during Lent. There will be a mass choir singing. Hope 
you can join us! 

 The March 28 Young Adults Night Out is being postponed. It will 
be rescheduled for a later date. 

 The Annual Bethany Life Palm Sunday Brunch and Bake Sale will 
be held next Sunday, March 29. Due to construction, this year's 
brunch will be held at the Story City Community Center at 503 Elm 
Street. Starting at 10:30 A.M., enjoy made-to-order omelets by Chef 
Chris along with delicious Streusel coffee cake and beverages. A free 
will offering will be accepted. Shop for crafts and purchase pie, cake, 
rolls, bars and more for the sale tables - everything handmade by 
Bethany Volunteers! Traditional Potato Cakes will also be sold - they 
sell out quickly, so pick them up while they last!  

 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing. Please feel free to take your child 
there if needed during the service.  

 The next issue of the regular print and big print "Our Daily Bread" 
devotional book is on the shelf in the narthex. "The Lutheran Digest" 
and the "Connection" magazines are also available.  

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We have 
several extra units at this time. 

 Additional restrooms are available on the lower level of the 
educational wing and in the social hall. 

 If you have missed any of the recent sermon series, you are 
reminded that all sermons are available on the church website, 
www.immanuelstorycity.org as well as each week's bulletin and each 
month's newsletter.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/epicstudy


 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Courage to share our hope with those around us. 

 Allan Beck at Mary Greeley. 
We praise God: 

 that Cooper Leeman, Bev Kalvik and Janet Handsaker are all 
recovering from their recent hospitalizations. 

 for new life bursting out of the ground and the world all around 
us, reminding us of resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group 

Our next meeting will be today from 3-4 P.M. when we will head back 

to Bethany Manor to play games with the residents! We will meet at 

the main entrance of Bethany Manor at 3 and then we will be finished 

by 4 P.M. Bring a friend. 

 

Easter Sonrise Service Practice - Easter is two weeks away and so 

we need to practice our drama again. We will be meeting in the High 

School Youth Room at church this Saturday, March 28. We will meet 

at 10:45 A.M. and finish around noon. When we finish with practice, 

those who wish to, we can go out and share a meal together again. 

Thanks in advance for all your hard work and preparation! 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Our next meeting will be today from 2-3 P.M. when we will head back 

to Bethany Manor to play games with the residents! We will meet at 

the main entrance of Bethany Manor at 2 and then we will be finished 

by 3 P.M. If you would like to stay until 4, when the high school 

students are finished, you are welcome to do so. Bring a friend. 

 

Middle and High School Youth Group 

Roller Skating at Spinning Wheels. Thanks to all who came out last 

week for our Roller Skating in Ogden! It was a ton of fun! 
 
 

 
March 22 - 29, 2015 

Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 
 

Sunday, March 22 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Kingdom Kids sing (3 year olds-1st grade) 
10:00 A.M. Junior Choir Sings at Bethany Manor 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
4:00 P.M. Choir Rehearsal for Community Palm Sunday Prayer 

Service 
 

Monday, March 23 
  

Tuesday, March 24 
          9:30 A.M. Roland-Story Ministerial Association Meeting at 

Bergen 
          10:45 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 25 
6:00 P.M. Lenten Supper served by Senior Choir 
7:00 P.M. Lenten Service  
7:15 P.M. Junior Choir  
7:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes 
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir 

  

Thursday, March 26 
 

Friday, March 27 
  

Saturday, March 28 
8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
10:45 A.M. High School Easter Sonrise Service Practice 

 

Sunday, March 29 - Palm Sunday 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Young Disciples (2nd-6th Graders) Sing 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
7:00 P.M. Community Palm Sunday Prayer Service at High 

School Auditorium 
 

 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR 
EADIE MAE BILLINGS, 

DAUGHTER OF BLAIR & ALICA BILLINGS 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
     In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus commands us to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  In the waters of Baptism, we are joined to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord and made members of the Body of Christ.  
Living in fellowship with Him and His people, we grow in faith, love and 
obedience to the will of God. 
     The Gospel of Mark tells us that once some people brought children 
to Jesus for Him to touch them, but the disciples scolded those people.  
When Jesus noticed it, He was angry and said to the disciples, "Let the 
children come to Me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  Then 
He took the children in his arms, placed His hands on them and 
blessed them. 
     Blair and Alica, you have presented Eadie for Holy Baptism.  By 
doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of raising her in the 
Christian faith.  Before God and this congregation I ask you then, do 
you promise to faithfully bring her to worship, read Scripture and pray 
together, teach her the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's 
Prayer, and help her grow in Christian faith?   
     If so, answer: "We will with the help of God." 
     You who are sponsors of this child are to be witnesses of her 
baptism.  You are also to remember her in your prayers and encourage 
her as she grows in Christian faith.   
     If this is your intention, please answer:  "We will with the help of 
God." 
 

Dear Congregation, 
     Are you as Christ's community, ready to support these persons in 
their duties as parents and sponsors and to remember Eadie in your 
prayers? 
     If so, answer:  We are. 
   

(Please stand for the confession of faith.)  
Pastor:  I address you now as parents, sponsors, and 

congregation.  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, 
and all his empty promises? 

Congregation:  We do. 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,  
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.                      

Let us pray:   
     God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Eadie’s father and 
mother. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their 
children.  Strengthen them in their own commitment so that they may 
live out the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

     Eadie Mae Billings, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 Receive the sign of the cross, on your head and on your heart, as a 
sign that you will know the Lord and the grace that came through His 
death and resurrection. Let your light so shine before others that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
 
Let us pray: 
      Almighty and merciful God and Father, we give you thanks for 
freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising 
them up to a new life through water and your Word. Pour out your Holy 
Spirit upon Eadie.  Defend and keep her in your grace, that she may 
never depart from you, but may always live according to your will, 
finally receiving the fullness of your promise in your eternal kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
   

Pastor:  This congregation has a new daughter in Christ. 
Congregation:  We welcome Eadie into the Lord’s family. We 

receive her as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of 
the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Pastor:  The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Peace be with you.  Amen.  


